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SIR, 


Pill not tell you in the Common Phraſe 
of Dedications, that this Diſcourſe comes 
to you for Proreckion; ; Fer this is an Age 


of free Thinking, and as good Senſe needs 
no Protection, ſo the want of it can find 


none from the Greateſt Names. If I had not 
thought it tolerably to the purpoſe, no Impor- 
tunity ſhould Jas prevail d upon me to 
print it; for I do not underſtand that 
Complaiſance of expoſing confeſſed Imper- 


fections and Weakneſſes to all the World for 


the. ſake of Obliging an Importunate Friend. 


This Diſcourſe having prov d acceptable to 


the Hearers, I hape it may do ſome good 
to thoſe that [hall read it, which I take 
A 2 to 
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lick. Tour being Lord of the Mannor, 
as well as Repreſentative in Parliament 
for the Burrough where twas preach'd, 
gives you 4 0 the 4 
tion 0% 1; but | Deſign, of doin \ 
to "make a "prateful Ac 0 Werle ment of 3 Jour 
Favours. and to 
as your Self, in how great OMigations I 
am, Sir, : 
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Pfal. exlix 6, 7, 8. 


6 Let the hi þ praiſes of God be i in 


their mouth, and a tipo edged ſword 
in their hand: 


| 7 To execute vengeance e upon the hea- 


then, and  Pamjoments en the 
people; 


8 To Bed their kings with chains, - 


their nobles with fetters of 1 iron. 


HE Occaſion of our meeting 3 up- 
on this Day, is the moſt Glorious that has 
happen d in this or the foregoing War: 
For we come to return Thanks to Al- 


mighty God not for One ſingle Victory, but for a 


whole Series of Victories and Succeſſes which have 
attended the Arms of the Queen and her Allies from 
the Beginning to the End of this Year; - This has 
been Campaign of Wonders, from that Early 
Battle at Ramellies to that of Turin. The Armies of 
our Enemies, tho e 3 Number, and poſted 
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REES 
to Advantage, have been attack d, routed, and diſ- 
ſipateck: Their ſtrong Fortreſſes have been taken al- 
moſt as foon as beſieg d: Their moft Wealthy and 
populous Towns and Cities have prevented the Con- 

queror, by giving up their Keys, and humbly- cra- 
ving Protection; and Rich and Spacious Countries, 
both in Hlanders and Itah, have been ſnatch'd out of 
the hands of Uſurpers, and reſtor d to their Rightful 
Sovereigns, in little leſs time than they could be 
travelkd over. In ſhort, that which humanely 
ſpeaking appear d to be the Work of many Cam. 
paigns, has been perform d in this One. 


So that it fared with us as it did with the Jews, 
of whom the P/almit ſays, That when the Lord 
turn'd agen the Captivity of Zion, they were like 

them that dream d; we were ſurpriz d and amaz d 
at thoſe wonderful Accounts that trod upon one ano- 
thers heels, they ſeem d to be pleaſing Dreams rather 
„ FR... TEETH 


We expected much indeed from the Wifdom and 
Piety of our Queen, from the Unanimity and Secre- 
cy of her Councils, from the Ability of her Gene- 
rals, and efpecially from the Good Providence of 
God favouring our Righteous Cauſe; but Succeſſes. - 
fo great and ſo ſudden, were beyond what the moſt 
Sanguine could flatter themſelves to hope for; andi 
dare ſay, beyond what the Enemies of the Queen 
and Government fear d. ee ene 


By theſe unexpected Events, we have a fair and 
inviting Proſpect open d to us of bringing the pre. 
* 4 
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ſent War to a ſpeedy and proſperous Iſſue: We may 
now hope to fee the Pride of France humbled, and 


its overflowing Ambition contracted into its proper 


Channel: The Ballance of Europe reſtor d, and to- 
gether with Peace, the Proteſtant Religion eftabliſh'd 
upon laſting Foundations. I ſay, we may hope to 


lee theſe great and deſirable Ends obtain'd, if we 
follow our Blow, and improve that happy Oppor- 


tunity which the Providence of God has ou into 
our hands. 


When I conſider theſe das [ could find no 


words that did more pertinently' and fully expreſs 
the Duty and Intereft of this Nation, and that did 
better agree to the happy Occaſion of this Solemn_ 
Bay, than thoſe I have read for my Text. Wherein, 


. We have our Duty laid before us, which is th 


0 1 our grateful Acknowledgments of Praiſe 1 


Thankſgiving to Almighty God for the wonderful 


Succeſſes he has given us againſt our Enemies this 


laſt Summer : This is contain d in that firſt Clauſe of 
the en Let the high provier of God be in their mouth. 


. We have likewiſe both our Daty and Intereſt, 
as an the remaining meaſures that are to be taken 
by us; which is to follow where the Providence of 
God leads us, to take hold of the opportunity it 
gives us of ſetting Bounds to the Tyranny and Am- 
bition of our Enemy, and bringing the War to a 
ſpeedy and happy concluſion, and perpetuating 
Peace to us and our Poſterity. This is contain'd in 
thoſe . Clauſes of the Text, 4nd a two edged 


B 2, Sword 
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Sword in their hand, to bind their Kings, &c. Not to 


praiſe God for his paſs d Favours, would, be very 


wicked and ungrateful ; and to give over our Enter- 


prizes for accompliſhing thoſe happy Ends which 


he encourages us to perſue, would be both Wicked- 


neſs and Folly, ſo that if we would approve our 
Virtue and our Wiſdom, we muſt at once have the 


high Praiſes of God in our mouths, and the Sword #n 


our hands. I ſhall ſpeak to each diſtinctiy. And, 


1. We have the unqueſtion d Duty of this Day“ 


laid before us, which is to return our hearty Praiſe 
and Thanks to God, for giving us ſuch wonderful 
Succeſſes againſt our Enemies; for tis through 
bim that we have done valiantly. Tis by his Help 
that we have Trodden down our Enemi=-s Tis the 


Lord of Hoſts that leads forth our r Armies, and _ 
our Battles fon: uvs. bv 


is the uſual Ita of God 8 Provident 


to ſuffer Events to follow. the Gongruity of Natural 
Cauſes and Agents ; : to; ſucceed the wiſeſt Schemes 
and. moſt. \probable;. Meaſures ; and indeed, ſhould it 


not ordinarily fall out ſo, Prudence and Diligence 
would become uſeleſs and inſignificant Virtues. But 


yet we ſee that God has not ſo far tied himſelf up to 
this Rule, as never to vary from it. Sometimes, as 
the wiſe Man obſerv'd, the Race is not to the ſwift, 
nor the Battle to the ſirong. Divine Providence has 
 oft-times viſibly interpoſed to put by the Agency of 


natural Cauſes, and defeat the moſt likely Meaſures, 
ſo that thoſe Events come to paſs that were leaſt 


of all expected; Were it not for this over-ruling 


Power 
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Power which God Te reſerv'd to himſelf as his ſole 


Prerogative, the wiſeſt Councils and the greateſt 
Numbers would hardly ever fail of ſucceeding. 


There are many Inſtances of this kind in the Old 
Teſtament, eſpecially in Relation to Victor ies and 


Defeats, and thoſe great Events that concern King- 
doms and Governments: I do not ſpeak of thoſe 
that were perfeftly Miraculous, by turning Nature 


out of its wonted Courſe, and cauſing it to run ina 
another Channel ; but of ſuch Events as were fo vi- 


ſibly over-rul'd and brought about beyond all hu- 
mane Expectations, that every one might plainly ſee 


the Finger of God in them. And when theſe are in 


Favour of a particular Society or Confederacy, They 
are in a particular manner bound to acknowledge 


ſuch diſtinguilhiog Goodnels of God towards them. 


And 1 think | it maſt be own'd, that the Succeſles 


which We and our Allies have had this laſt Cam- 
paign, were very Providential, and beyond what in 


humane Probability could have been expected, Tho- 


our Schemes were wiſely laid, and we had no Reaſon 


to fear but that they would be as faithfully and 


bravely executed, yet I durſt be bold to ſay, that 
neither our Stateſmen nor Generals expected that 
they would ſucceed to that extraordinary Degree as 


we now ſee they have. Who could have thought 


of gaining ſo compleat a Victory as that at Ramellies, 
over an Army that preſum'd ſo far upon their Supe- 


riority;that they deſign d, contrary to their uſual Cuſtom, 


to attack us if we had not prevented them by at- 
tacking Firſt? Or who could have thought, that 
vot only the Siege of e Mould: 0. Tals d, but 


23 * 22 


that 


mee 


"0 

that the French Army that cover'd it ſhould be at- 
tackd in their Trenches, and put to an inglorious 
Flight, by an Army that even after the Battle was 
inferior to it? Or who could have expected to ſee 
ſo many great Towns and Cities, fo many rich Coun- 
tries and Provinces abandon'd in a few Days, which 
coſt many Years, beſides a vaſt Expence of Blood 
and Treaſure, to gain? Who could have thought 
that the Power of France, which, like a Deluge, * 
overflow'd the Territories of neighbouring Princes, 
and threatned all Europe, could have been Rraitned 
and contracted to ſuch a degree as it is at preſent; 
irf the Compaſs of one Summer > Certainly theſe 
Succeſſes abundantly exceed our Schemes and Mea- 
ſures, and had a viſible Hand of God in them, This 
is the Lord's doing, and ſhould be marvellous in our 


Eyes. Not unto us therefore, not unto our Merits, 5 
but to him be the Glory. 


This is no more than what we are taught by the 


Piety of our Queen, who in Her Proclamation has 
ſet us an Example of os. the Praiſe to God. 


Me do moſt Dewoutly, * Thank fully, Ae 
edge, ſays ſhe, the great Goodneſs and Mercy of l. 
mighty God who has bleſs d the Arms of Us and our Aller 
ty great and wonderful nne, peg Year. 


And this is that grateful piece of Religion 150 
Devotion, which we are at this Time call d u 
by the Providence of God, and Her Royal Authori- 
ty, to perform. And there are Two principal Ways 


in which we are bound to expreſs this our Praiſe and 
N Gratitude to Almighty God. The 11. 


U 


| 1ft, 16 in the Publick Worſhip of God, for which 
this Day is ſet apart. The _ 


2d. Is in the following Courſe of our Lives. 


_ 1. One principal Way of expreſſing our Grati- 
tude to God for theſe his Favours, is by Aſſembling 
together to offer up out Praiſe and Thankſgiving, in 
the Form of Publick Worſhip. Tis fit that Pablick 
Bleſſings ſhould be followed with Publick Acknow- 
ledgments, and that when God has viſibly appear'd 

in Favour” of whole Nations and Societies, they 
ſhould return him Thanks in Collected Bodies. 
There is a greater Solemnity in Publick and United 
Praiſe, than in Private and Separate: It better ſuits 
to ſuch Occaſions, and redounds more to the Glory 

and Honour of God. This is more efpecially and 
directly the Senſe of the Exhortation in the Text ; 

Let the high Praiſes of God be in their Moath ; inti- 
mating, that when a People has receiv d greatgMer- 
cies and Favours from God, their Hearts ſno be 
ſo full of Love and Gratztude, as to diſcharge it in 


Loud and United Thankſgivings; for tis natural 


for thoſe Affections to break out and diſcover them - 
ſelves in this manner. Tis the nobleſt Uſe of our 
Tongues to aſcribe Glory and Praiſe to God, to ſhew 
forth his wondrous Works, and expreſs our Thanks 

for his Goodneſs and Loving:kindneſs'to us. The 
Holy Pfalmiſt'is every where exciting Good Men to 
be frequent in this joyful Piece of Devotion; and 
compos'd a great many Pſalms to be ſet by the 
Maſters of Mufick, for the Uſe of the Temple; 1 => 


. nw — 


[8] 
for the greater Pomp and Solemnity, he mix'd In- 
ſtruments in Conſort with Voices, that ſo the Con- 
gregation might make a joyful and meiodious Noiſe to 
the God of their Salvation. 


This is that pleaſing and delightful Work which 
this Day is ſet apart for. Through the good Pro- 
vidence of God we have ſeen ſeveral ſuch joyful 
Days of late; tis no longer ago than the laſt Spring, 
that we aſſembled upon ſuch an Occafion; and as 
we have now another preſented to us, I muſt be- 
ſpeak you in thoſe words of the Royal Muſician, O come. 
lat us ſing unto the Lord a new Song. Tis fit that our: 
Gratitude and Praiſe ſhould keep Pace with God's 
Mercies, and that every new Inflance of his Favour 
and Goodneſs ſhould be celebrated with a gem 
ol . ation, +6 


2. The other principal way of expreſſing our Gra- 
titude to God for his late Favours, 1s by the Virtue 
and Holineſs of our Lives and Converſations. Every 
inftance of God's Goodneſs is'an Argument to lead 
us to Repentance, and excite us to Obedience; for 
aſmuch as theſe are things very pleaſing and accept - 
able to him. It's a ſign of a very degenerate Temper, 

when Goodneſs and Kindneſs have leſs force to make 
Men good, than Severity and Frownsz and when 
they will not Reform after a Day of Thankſgiving, as 
well as after a Faſt. Eſpecially will our Gratitude 
appear, by putting away thoſe Iniqaities, that do in 
a more eſpecial manner obſtruct the preſent Deſigns of 
God's Providence; and by the practice of thoſe Vir- 


tues that have a peculiar Influence to promote the 


l 


ſame. « The Providence of God (roms) to detetmine 

to Humble and Reduce the Fyench Tyrant, and to 
have mark d out our Queen to be the moſt glorious 
Inſtrument of doing it. She has nothing ſo much 
at Heart as the accompliſhing this, for the Repoſe of 
Europe, as well as of Her own Dominions ; and for 
eſtabliſhing the Proteſt ant Intereſt at Home and A- 
broad. Aud tis plain, that nothing can more direct · 
ly interfere with theſe Purpoſes, than Animoſities and 
Diviſions amongſt our ſelves; than a bitter and-aucha- 

ritable Spirit, that ſplits us into different Intereſts 
and Parties, and daſhes us one againſt another, and 
cauſes Men to Sacrifice the Common Intereſt to à Pri. 
vate Reſentment. Tis plain, that Seditron and Faction 
that fliein the Face of Majeſty, and miſrepreſent the 
Queens 4dminiſiration, with a defign to create Jealoa- 
ſies and Deſqueetudes in the Minds of Her People, 
and alienate their Affections from Her: I fay tis 
plain, that theſe Practices obfru& the preſent purpo- 
ſes of Providence; they weaken us as they divide us; 
they clog the Wheels of Government; they diſhearten 
the Queen and Her Allies: And it muſt needs be a 
diſconragement to our Generals and Officers to think, 

that after they have loſt Blood and Limbs, and 
bravely expos d their Lives to win glorious Victories 
for us, there ſhould be great Numbers of People 
that will give them bur little Thanks for their Pains, 
and Jook ill upon them when they come Home. 


ho On the other hand tis as evident, that Love, and 

Charity, and Moderation towards one another, and 
Loyalty and Affection to the Queen, will produce the 
quite contrary Effects: For by this means we ſhall 


Ys be 


Ei 


be united and ſtrengthen d; we ſhall make the En- 
gine of Government more eaſily, and we ſhall 
ſtrengthen the Hands of the Queen and Her Allies 


againſt the Common Enemy, as well as encourage 
the Hearts of their Soldiers. 19995113. 8-33 


Iis by putting away thoſe foremention'd Iniqui- 


tiet that are ſo contrary to the Deſigns of God's good 
Providence at this time; that are ſo ungrateful a 
Return for his late Goodneſs, and that are withal 


ſo oppoſite to Chriſtiauity and Humanity. And tis by 


the practice of theſe ſeaſonable Virtues, which are 
always requiſite in a good Chriſtian, and a good 
Subject, but more eſpecially at this time, that we 
muſt expreſs our Gratitude, and pay our thankful 


Acknowledgments to God for thoſe great Succeſſes 


which he has lately given us. We may Praiſe him 
with our Mouths, and make a very pompous ſhow 


of Devotion, and be Hypocrites when we have done: 


But when to the Fruit of our Lips we add the Fruits 
of Virtue and Piety in our Lives; tis then only 
that we ſhew by ſubſtantial Proofs, how grateful a 
Senſe we have of God's Goodneſs towards us. 


But have we done enough when we have aſcribed 
the Praiſe of our late Succeſſes unto God? And is 
there nothing due to Inſtruments, to their Wiſdom, 
and Bravery, and Fidelity; did theſe contribute no- 
thing to Victory? Without doubt they did, and 
under God there is a great deal of Gratitude and 
Honour to be paid to them. We own theſe Victo- 
ries to be very Providential, and by Divine Favour 
and Aſſiſtance; but yet they were not Miraculous : 

z Our 
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Our Enemies were not ſtruck with Thander and Lig 1 
ning as the Philiſiines, They were not cut off t a 


deftroying Angel, as the Hoſt of the Afhrians. The 


Stars in their Courſes did not fight againſt them, aj 
againſt Siſera; but it was by humane Ways and Means, 
by wiſe Conduct and Reſolution, which God was 
pleaſed to aſſiſt and over- rule, to a happy Iſſue. 
God's agency does not exclude, but commonly ſup- 


poſes the Fitneſs and Excellency of Inſtruments: For 


tis not the ordinary Method of Providence to make 
Cowards brave, and Fools wife Men; but to improve 
and aſſiſt Mens natural Wiſdom and Valour, and 
render them proſperous. To fay otherwiſe, is to 
take away all Diſtinction of Qualifications, and ſet 
all Mankind upon the level; tis to render Wiſdom, 
and Experience, and Courage, altogether uſeleſs 
and- inſignificant, _ reſolve. all things into Mi- 
racles. 


Tis fit therefies that iter we übe aſcribd, in 
the firſt place, Thankſgiving and Praiſe to Almighty 
God for theſe Victories, we ſhould pay due Honour 
and Acknowledgment to thoſe great Generals the 


Duke of Marlborough and Prince Eugene, with all 


the brave Commanders and Soldiers, who under their 
wiſe Management had a ſhare in the ſame; for theſe 

under God and the Queen, who enlivens the whole 
Confederacy, are the Inſtruments that wrought 


them; for which not only we, but . ſhall 


mention their Names with Honour. 
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a br come now ' to 455 nd part of. my Tent i in 


thoſe words, Aud à two edged Sword in their Handi, 
to bind their Kings, &c. 


Having been told our Duty, with relation to paſt 
- Occurrences in the firit Clauſe, we learn from theſe 
following ones, both our Dai) and Intereſt, in regard 
to the remaining Meaſures that are to be taken b 

us; which is not to put up the Sword, as if all was 
ſecure and paſt Danger; but to hold i it ſtill in our 
Hand, and follow our Blow, and improve the Ad- 
vantage we have gain d, and the Opportunity which 
Providence has put into our Hand, for obtaining an 
honourable and laſting Peace. And 


1ſt. 1. think it evidentially appears to be our Duty 
to do it ; for we ſhould be wanting to God, to Re- 
ligion, to our ſelves, and to our Poſterity, if we 
ſhould neglect ſo fair an Opportunity as now offers, 
of humbling a Tyrant, who has extirpated the 
Proteſtant Religion, and pure Worſhip of God out 
of all-his Dominions, by the moſt barbarous and 
bloody Methods; and would act the ſame Tragedies 
here, ir twere in his Power: Who has been long 
graſping at Auniverſal Monarchy, has unjuſtly ſeiz' 
upon the Dominions of Neighbouring Princes, and 
bas at laſt perfectly impoyeriſh'd his own Subjects, 
and made à Sacrifice of them to his diſappointed 
Ambition, Long has he proſper d and been the grow- 
ing Terror of Europe; but now, Thanks be to God, 
the Scales are turn'd, and the Divine Providence has 
open'd a fair Proſper to-Us, of — his Pride 


and 
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and Cruetty;' and of putting it out af his * 


ever more to do us à miſchief. If we ſhould neg. 
le this critical Juncture, as we ſhould ſoon have 
occaſion to repent it our ſelves, ſo would Poſterity 
Gurſe us for betraying their Religion, Liberties and 
Properties,” which we Dre it _ in our 170 to 
ſecure 


. if 1 ty: i to bs dr the —— 
of God, and Intereſt of Religion, and Welfare of 


our Country, if there be any Obligation to preſerve 
our Liberties and Properties, both Sacred and Civil, 


and to deliver them ſafe down to Poſterity, then is 
it our Duty to keep the Sword in our hands, and pro- 


ſecute the Advantages we have gain d, as being the 
only Opportunity we can ne our ſelves of do- 
ing 1. 


TY Nor i is it t leſs our — to 500 ſo, for we have 
found, by too dear Experience, that we can have 
no manner of Security till the French King is brought 


ſo low, that it ſhall be wholly out of his power to 


diſturb us. We have to our coſt learn'd, that the 
ſolemneſt Oaths and Renunciations, the moſt ſacred 
Covenants and Treaties, can bind him no longer than 
he ſees tis for his Intereſt ; we have ſeen that the 
Ties of Honour and of Conſcience, are of no force 
and ſignificancy'to hold him; ſhall we then do wiſe- 

ly to truſt again to theſe ? Shall we put our 4 upon 
that deſperate hazard d Or will it not be our Wif- 

dom to improve the Advantage we have got, till we 
ſhall difarm his Ambition? And, as the Text fays, 
_ n in Chains 7 That is, 1 it out of his pow- 
er 
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ex to interrupt the Common Peace any more, other- 
wiſe we: are acceſſary to our own Slavery, and do 
in effect Prepare Gag! for our felves.: 1 i 24 


*” a 


The: Queen in cher Royal Wiſdom, and ae 
Concer: for the laſting Happineſs and Security of 
her People, has declar'd theſe to be her Sentiments 
from the Throne; for in her Speech to the Parlia- 
ment ſhe expreſſes her ſelf in theſe words, I hope we 
are all met together at this time, with ſerious and 
** ſteady Reſolutions to proſecute the Advantages we have 
„gain d, till we reap the deſired effect of them in an 
 « honourable and durable Peace. The Goodneſs of God 

« bas: brought this happy proſpect ſo much nearer to us, 
46 that if we be not wanting to our ſelves, we may upon 
good grounds hope to ſee ſuch a Balance of Power in 
Europe, that it ſhall no longer be at the Pleaſure of 
« one Prince to diſturb the Repoſe, and N * Li- 
« berties of this part of the Mod.” 

And. yet ſome. People. are ſo much out either in 
their Honeſty or Politicks, that nothing but an im- 
mediate Peace will ler da e turn. Pai 

A 

1 wiſh there were no room to think; that the 
Leaders of this Cry have quite another View than 
thoſe. Ignorant People that follow them: I am 
afraid there is no good Meaning in it, either to the 
Preſent Government, or to the Proteſtant. Sucqeſ/10n. 
There are thoſe among: us, who are loth that the 
King of France ſhould be brought too low, becauſe 
it. would defeat ſuch Hopes and Proſpects as they 
are Pleas'd to entertain, but durſt not own. They 

15 : would 


[1g] 
would fain have him take breath and recover him- 
ſelf, in expectation that ons time or other he may 


be able to ſend them help from St. Germains. This 


is the only twig that remains for them to catch hold 
of, and this they know will be utterly cut off by one 


ſuch unlucky NNE more as that oo e or 
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but chere“ are others who are very warm for a 


peace, for no other reaſon but becauſe they are 


weary of Taxes, and contributing to the Charges of 
the War. 


But do they not think that other Poss would 
be as glad to fave their Money as they, and are alto- 
gether as: weary of the War ? Certainly no body 
loves War for War's ſake, but for the ſake of Peace, 
but if we cannot yet obtain ſuch a Peace as ſhall be 
advantageous and laſting, we do not obtain the true 


end for which we are engag d in War; we ſhall 


do juſt like that fooliſh Patient, who to ſave Charges 


for the preſent, will have his wound haftily Ann d 


over before it's thoroughly heal d at * the 


conſequence of which is, that it feſters and gathers 
again, and breaks out into a worſe wound than it 


was at firſt, and puts him to twice the Charge it 
would otherwiſe have done. We made a dear Ex- 
periment of this in the laſt Peace, every one cry d 
to be eas d of Taxes, and to have an end put to the 


War, and what was the Conſequence ? The wound 


was only Ainn d over, we had not patience to have 


it throughly heal d when it was in a very fair way 


for it, and it ſoon broke out again into a new 
War, 


[ 6 J „ 
War, and we Pay Taxes 1 to this time Tor ahne 
it on. 120 e 124 5 fk 


We hae. now, by the Goodneſ of God, a 4 
8 than ever, to bring the War to a happy 
Concluſion, and ſecure our Liberties, and Properties, 
and Religion, ſo effectually, that it ſhall ever after 
be out of the Power of France to endanger them: 
The difficulty of the Work ſeems to be conquer d, 
and one ſuch Campaign more as this laſt, will enable 
us to make Peace upon hat Terms we pleaſe. 


Lhe beſt part of the French King's Troops are de- 
ſtroy d, the reſt are diſpirited, his Treaſure is ex- 
hauſted, and his Conqueſts diminiſh'd, his People 
murmur, and his Council are embarraſs d; he chan- 
ges his Gencrais backwards and forwards, and ſhifts 
his Meaſures like a Man at his Wits end ; and if we 
ſhould neglect this happy opportunity to puſh things 
home, if we ſhould fail to bind this ſtrong Man and 
ſpoil him of his Arms, now we have him in a man- 
ner down, things may take ſuch a I urn that it ſhall 
hereafter be out of our Power, and we ſhall repent 
when tis too late. kits Engines have been at work 
under- hand to ſet a Peace on foot, that ſo he may 
tanke breath, and recover himſelf to attack us with 
more advantage, as he did the laſt time, 


Now therefore is our Opportunity, if we know 
when to improve it; our ready Contributions at this 
time may fave us many years Taxes, but if our 
Clamours for Peace ſhould haſten it on too faſt, it 
would be the worſt Husbandry in the World, and 


for - 


: K _ 1, Wy 1 
Grjths lake of, ſaving a ear, or two's Taxes at pre- 
ſsnt, we thould bring Our ſelves under 4 n 
paying them ee a5 . 2 . live, - 
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Thus have yon deen bow pertinent. 101 end . 
the Blalmiſt are to our preſent Occaſion, ,and how, 


Tow this Day, and at this Critical — 
RIO) tl 

* =p then Poſſeſz o our hearts with a grateful: ſenſe - 

5 of the great Goodneſs of God towards us. in giving 

un ſuch wonderful Succeſs againſt our Enemies, and 


in opening to us ſo comfortable a, proſpect of ant ho; 
nourable — laſting Peace; if we be not wanting „ 


our ſelyes by neglecting thoſe. vigorous Meaſures, that 
dre prapet to obtain it. Let us offer up our un: 
ſeigned Thanbsand Praiſe to him, with glad Minds, 


upon this: Joyful Day, for it it JON: to. ſong. oa Aug wah , 


” per ar for. t Plenſent: 40 4 praiſe: 4 comehs. 


Fut eſpecially. let us relolre to make him thoſe 


more ſubſtantial. and durable Acknowledgments of . 
Virtue and Piety in the following Courſe of our 
Lives: Let his Goodneſs lead us to Repentance and 
Reformation, and induce us to forſake Our wicked 
Ways, and to turn to him with all our Hearts and 
Souls : To waſh us, and make us clean, and put 


away the Evil of our Doings, Which are 10 provo- 


king to him. This is that 4. ng ſort of Gratitude 
5 which God will take very kindly at our hands; but 
if this be wanting, he will deſpiſe the empty praiſe 


of our Lips, and diſdain the formal h 4nd Ce- 


uu of. a Thankſgiving De. 
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particularly they ſhew us both our Duty and Intereſt, - 
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to give us thoſe” further Sub eſſes afid Marks of His 
favour, Which ſhall make this little Spot the Glory 

of all Lands, ſo that our Neighbouring Nations ſhall 
with Envy fay; "Hap p aft" , O Britain, favoured 
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We are already e one of the mon 3 
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rable Nations in the whole World, and 'tis the ſecoud 


time We have. been", -under the Government of a 


Homag: Our late Sotereign of Glorious and: Im- 
nta Memory, laid the Foundation but the Glo- 


ry of building it up to this hight, upo n the ſame, 


was reſer vd for the Queen, who has wilely trod in 
hi: ſteps, and purſned the Scheme which he had 
form'd ; ſo that tlie Eyes ef all” Europe are now 
turm d üpen u, and ſeem to read their Fate in the 
Reſolutions of our Queen and Parlianient. Wo reſcue 
Empires when the Hand of Violence and Ambition 
is juſt graſping them; we Succour diſtreſſed Princes; 
we take the Crown off the Heads of Hſarpers, and 
reſtore them to their R/ghrful Sovehetdnt f and we 
chaſtize proud Princes, hole Exorbitant thirſt of 
Power knows no other Donde" than what we we 0 
them. 


— Spain and Sawoy, will witks — Ac- 
knowledgments of the Truth of this, and France 
proves it to her Sorrow. Our Fleets ride in Triumph 
upon the Ocean as if it was only their Element; we 
fend our Treaſures as well as our F orces abroad, not 
Poorly to buy Towns, and bribe Princes and Merce- 

: nary 


33 


717 in a, Tre to ry on tlie Comic Cauſe 
of Liberty. One of theſe Great Viclories was pain'd 
under theiCommand of an Engliſh General, and the 
other by the Aſſiſtance of Engliſh Money : Our Queen 


Alliance" We are renown'd in Arms and Arts, in 
Wiſdom and Wealth 3: and there is nothing wanting 
to make us the moſt glorious Nation in the World, 

but a greater meaſure of Piety and Virtue; this would 


Earth. Let us then by this new Inſtance of God's 
Goodneſs; be perſwaded to reform every one his 
Life; let us the rather do it, becauſe this is the beſt 
way of Treg our Thanks for the lame. SALTER 
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And this part of 1 our Gratitude i is. the more ſeaſo- 


able. to be mention'd, as this is the Ja Day of the 
Fear. There's not one of us, but if he looks back 
upon his Life and Converſation this Year; will ſee 


great Occaſion for Repentance, great reaſon to be 


aſham'd that he has loſt ſo much precious Time, and 


that he has ſpent ſo much of it in {inning againſt 
God, when in the mean while bis good Providence 


was bringing about Wonders of Mercy and Kindneſs 
for us. Let this Conſideration move us to Reſolve 
to put off the Old Man of Sin with the Old Tear, and 
to begin the New Year with a New Conrſe of Life, 
that may redound more to God's Glory, and that 
may ſhew a more grateful ſenſe of his Favour. How 
ſwiftly did this Year paſs over our Heads ? How 
ſoftly is the time ſtolen from us? And how infenfi- 
bly are we advanced fo much nearer to De:th and 


5 1 We can tell of Sins enough that we have 
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is the Head of the Proteſtant Intereſt,and of the Grand 


crown all the reſt, and make us a praiſe in the whole 


committed this Year, but what Geod agus we done? 
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1 What Service 10 God, and Vat . wow oY 
1 ration? What Virtues have we Practi. 
* provements have we made in Holineſs a And bst Aer 
A count can we give to God of theſe Twelve Mon hi How 
Fe many are laid in the Duſt thats under us, and ſhyfpp | 
| 3 in the Silent Grave, this Tear? I heir. accepted Lias 
1 5 and Day of Salvation is over; and if they negleted 
to improve it whilſt they lived, tis now 800 late for 
them to do it. And tis hardly poſlible but that fome,. 
out of ſuch an Aflembly as this, muſt be laid under 
theſe Stones, or under the Neighbouring, Turf; be- 
fore the New Tear be expired. We may now lay, 
Bleſled are our Eyes that we ſce the Light, and ut 
Ears that we hear the glad Tidings of Salvation, but 
then our Eyes will be clos'd, and our Far: ſtopt, and 
we ſhall never /ee. more, till the Morning of the Re- 
. ſurrection; nor hear. more, till the laſt Trumpet ſhall 
e "ay through the ground; and enter our amazed 
: Ears. O that we were wiſe, and underftood. this, 
nd eu conſider our latter End; That we would 
nus 1 our Days, Cc. That we, would redeem the 
remainder-of our Time, becauſe; 500 e ged. 10 
e how hort it will de. ZH 
. ORE This will be the Way to make a doable lmprovemens 
F ot this Day, both as tis the 44 Day of the Year, and 
2 . as tis a Day of Thauksgiving ; for as much as by our 
ſerious Repentance and deformation, we ſhall ſecure 
our future Happineſs, and not only fo, but this will be 
the beſt way of expreſſing our Thanks to God for hie 
late Mercies, and to engage him to bleſs our Endea- 
vours tor reſtoring a laſting Peace and proſperous 
Times, which will contribute to-our nigen Cafe | 
and Fe icity do him be aſcribed, Sec. 
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